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Title:  The Power of the Cross-and Reigning Grace 
Text:  Galatians 6:11-18 
 
Theme: Grace reigns because the cross still stands. 
Introduction: Paul has “shown [us] that the believer living under law and the believer 
living under grace are diametrically opposed to each other.  It is not just a matter of 
‘different doctrine,’ but a matter of two different ways of life.”  (Wiersbe, Galatians, 152).  
Paul continues to show the contrast between living under grace and living under law.  
A very real issue was one of motive.  “The cross marks the great division, not only 
between the church and the world, but between those in the church who are prepared 
to face persecution for the Messiah and those who aren’t.”  (N.T. Wright, Paul for 
Everyone, 81). 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
In considering the book of Galatians we can note a three-fold division. 

• Chapters 1-2 = Personal/Biographical/Authorization/Vindication  

• Chapters 3-4 = Doctrinal/Biblical/Presentation/Exposition  

• Chapters 5-6 = Practical/Behavioral/Application  
 
Its Eternal Value: 
Whose side are you on?  You are either in the flesh or in the Spirit, you are either in 
Adam or in Christ, you are either a pagan or a Christian, but you are never both at the 
same time. 
 
The Problem: 
As professing Christians, everything that qualifies us culturally is quite easy.  There is 
nothing that truly sets us apart.  Although I believe we should dress modestly, act 
discreetly, and live morally, what it means to be Christian runs far deeper than this.  To 
be a Christian is to follow Christ.  It is to deny oneself, take up the cross, and follow 
Him.  This means you place His glory, His honor above your own, His kingdom agenda 
above your agenda, and His will above your will.  What the application of this looks 
like at work, and play, in the home and as a parent, is reasonably simple once denial, 
death, and discipleship is set.  What you and I want fades as it is absorbed into Him.   
 
The Storyline: 
In our context, there are two life-identifying brands: circumcision or crucifixion.  Either 
one or the other will classify you in your community.  Remember earlier how Paul 
wanted them to understand that they were either in the Law or in Christ.  Circumcision 
branded you as being in the Law whereas crucifixion branded you as being in Christ.   
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Questions: 
1. Notice the connection between 6:11 and 4:15.  What might this tell you about 

Paul’s eyesight? 
2. Notice how verse 12 once more brings up circumcision. 
3. What is a motive of those who would have others circumcised? 
4. What did Paul boast in? 
5. What might Paul mean when he says he died to the world? 
6. What is the new creation of verse 15? 
7. What is the rule spoken of by Paul in verse 16? 
8. Is Paul making a distinction between the “them” of verse 16 and the “Israel of 

God?” 
9. What are the brand-marks of Jesus in verse 17? 
10. How does Paul end his letter? 

 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the supremacy of the cross over 
circumcision.  
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose the way of the cross. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of identifying with the cross of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The heartbeat of Paul (v.11) 
 
Many tie the thought of 6:11 with 4:15 where Paul speaks of the Galatian believers 
“plucking out their own eyes to alleviate the sufferings of Paul.”  Paul’s appeal in verse 
11 is his affirmation to the contents of the letter. 
 
Personal secretaries or an amanuensis often wrote the letters.  Notice the similar idea in 
Romans 16:22, 1 Corinthians 16:21-23, Colossians 4:18 and 2 Thessalonians 3:17.  Such 
could have been the case with the apostle Paul.  Here, however, Paul wishes for his 
audience to know that he has personally put his mark to this letter.  Many concur that 
Paul wrote with his own pen verses 11-18.  Paul wanted the Galatian believers to know 
his deep personal and intimate desire for them.  He does this through writing.   
 

II. The hypocrisy of the Judaizers (vv.12, 13) 
 
“He comes back to the centre of the matter.  Those who wanted the Galatians to get 
themselves circumcised did so for three reasons.”  (William Barclay, Galatians and 
Ephesians, 56). 
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A. They try to avoid the offense of the cross (v.12) 
 
Notice the related idea in Galatians 5:11.  All that will leave godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3:12).  It is through much tribulation that we enter into the 
kingdom of God (Acts 14:22).  The world hates the believer (John 17:14).  First 
Corinthians 1:18ff assures us that the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing.     
 
No one can strip the cross of its offense without stripping the cross of its power. 
 
Notice the contrast.  “To make a good showing in the flesh” versus “Persecuted for the 
cross of Christ.”  The two stand in contrast.  You will either have the one or the other, 
but not both.  You can either try to make the “flesh” look good (paint your sepulcher 
white) or be hunted down like an animal because of your identification with the cross.  
Note this as well, “They are sowing their seed in the soil of the flesh and they shall reap 
a harvest of corruption.” 
 

B. They are law breakers (v.13a) 
 
They demand conformity to a standard they themselves cannot keep nor try to keep. 
 

C. They wish to boast in their flesh (v.13b) 
 
The flesh is so prone to speak of its accomplishments.  The flesh loves to boast of its past 
victories, present achievements and future glories, but the spirit boasts only in the cross.  
It is amazing when you think about the level of self-deception that takes place when we 
glory in our flesh.  Paul peals back the façade and allows us to see the true nature of our 
flesh when he says, “In my flesh dwells no good thing” (Romans 7:18).  Thus to seek to 
make a fare showing in the flesh and then to boast of it is the epitome of self-deception. 
 

III. The humility of Paul (vv.14-16) 
 
Christ takes an instrument of coarse trauma and turns it into His glorious triumph.  
Paul cites a parallel idea in 1 Corinthians 2:2. 
 

2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified. 

 
“Paul opens up, here in this last segment of the letter, a God’s eye view of reality which 
lifts our minds and hearts out beyond Galatia, out beyond the sordid details of 
campaigns and plots in the primitive church, and out into the rich and wide-ranging 
purposes of the God of love for the whole cosmos.  Not only has the Messiah been 
crucified.  Not only have Christians been crucified with him (2:19-20; 5:24).  The world 
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itself has been crucified.  Calvary was the turning-point of history.  The cosmos has had 
sentence of death passed on it – so that God’s new world, God’s new creation, can be 
born out of the old.  This, then, is at the heart of everything for Paul, and this is what 
drives his thought throughout Galatians.  With the cross of Jesus the old world is born 
and the new one is promised.”  (N.T. Wright, Paul for Everyone, 82). 
 
Paul boasted in nothing but the cross, for through this comes the new creation, which 
alone is of importance.” (Cambridge Greek Testament, Galatians, 139). 
 

A. The cross eliminates all human boasting (v. 14) 
 
Paul begins verse 14 with, “God forbid / May it never be.”  “The apostle was resolved 
that no one or nothing would ever sway him away from total dependence on the 
sufficiency of Christ’s gracious provision.”  (Gromacki, Galatians, 193). 
 
This world no longer has a hold on me.  I am a pilgrim passing through.  The power of 
the cross eliminates human achievement.  It so effectively destroys the self-sufficiency 
of the individual that no grounds for self-exaltation is left (1 Cor. 1:29; 3:21; Eph. 2:9).  In 
fact one of the areas we can boast in is personal weakness (2 Cor. 11:30; 12:5, 9).  The 
cross becomes for the believing one the sole grounds for boasting (1 Cor. 1:31; 2 Cor 
10:17; Gal. 6:14).   
 
The cross shows me what I am so I can become what He is. 
 
My greatest strength is my weakness and my greatest boast is His cross. 
 
The cross effectively and efficiently kills me to the power of the world (See also Gal. 
1:4).  The cross allows me to live like an alien in this world.  This world is not my 
homeland.  Notice how 5:24 speaks of crucifying the flesh.  Colossians 2:9-15 clearly 
points out how the cross disarmed the rulers and authorities of darkness. 
 

Colossians 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and 
in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and 
authority;  11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ;  12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from 
the dead. 13  When you were dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having 
forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt 
consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out 
of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He had disarmed the rulers 
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and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them 
through Him. 

 
The cross has eliminated all obstacles to the Father.  Is this not the stated reason for the 
substitutionary and sacrificial death of our Lord as found in 1:4 and 5? 
 

B. The cross inaugurates a new creation (v. 15) 
 
The old has passed away, all things are becoming new (2 Cor. 5:17). 
 

17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come. 

 
According to 1 Cor. 5:7  I am a new lump. 
According to 1 Cor. 11:25 I am a participant in a new covenant (2 Cor. 3:6). 
According to 2 Cor. 5:17 I am a new creature. 
According to Eph. 2:15 I am part of a new man. 
According to Eph. 4:24 I am to put on the new self because I have a new self (Col. 
3:10). 
According to 2 Pet. 3:13 I am looking for a new heavens and a new earth. 
According to Rev. 2:7 I am to receive a new name when I get to heaven. 
 

C. The cross generates a new walk (v. 16) 
 
Of what rule is the apostle speaking?  He is speaking of the rule of the cross.  Grace 
reigns.  Those who walk under the reign of grace are having showered upon them 
peace and mercy.   
 
Listen carefully to the words of the apostle in Philippians 3:17-21.  Note especially verse 
18. 
 

Philippians 3:17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who 
walk according to the pattern you have in us.  18 For many walk, of whom I 
often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ,  19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and 
whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 20 For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity 
with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to 
subject all things to Himself. 
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It is only in the cross of Jesus Christ that we have justification, propitiation, redemption, 
reconciliation, fellowship, sanctification, and glorification.  To find such truths 
anywhere other than by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone makes us an 
enemy of the cross of Christ! 
 
Those who refuse to rest in grace will labor under law.  Note how Paul identifies such 
people as, “The enemies of the cross of Christ.”  Why are they the enemies of the cross, 
because they strip the cross of its all-consuming sufficiency?   
 
What is this “Israel of God?”  Has the NT church taken the place of OT Israel?  Is the 
Church, Israel?  We do know from Paul’s argumentation in chapters 3 and 4 that the NT 
believer is part of the promised seed to Abraham and that through him we have become 
heirs to the promise.  We also learned that in Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free man, male nor female; for we are all one (Gal. 3:28).   
 
What I find interesting in Paul’s letter is how the false brethren desire for the Galatians 
to be circumcised.  Paul argues against this and shows how those in Christ are the true 
descendents of Abraham and heirs of the promise.  Why now in 6:16 would Paul argue 
that the NT believer is not the Israel of God and if they are not the Israel of God what 
would it matter?  Consider the following translations. 
 

(The Message) Can't you see the central issue in all this? It is not what you and I 
do—submit to circumcision, reject circumcision. It is what God is doing, and he 
is creating something totally new, a free life! All who walk by this standard are 
the true Israel of God—his chosen people. Peace and mercy on them!   
 
(The New Living Translation) 16 May God’s peace and mercy be upon all who 
live by this principle; they are the new people of God. 

(NIV) 16Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel of God. 

(Amplified Bible) 16Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule [who 
discipline themselves and regulate their lives by this principle], even upon the 
[true] Israel of God! 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. A statement of identification (v.17) 
 
Compare the “branding” of circumcision in verse 12 with that of the “branding” in 
verse 17.  The word is stigmata.  “In Paul’s day, it was not unusual for the follower of 
some heathen god or goddess to be branded with the mark of the idol.  It was also the 



The Book of Galatians – Taught by Pastor Patrick J. Griffiths©2008, Waukesha Bible Church 
GLORIA Institute – Fall 2008 

 

189 

practice in that day to brand slaves, so that everyone would know who the owner was.”  
(Wiersbe, Galatians, 159). 
 
“Slaves had the names or stamp of their owners on their bodies. It was sometimes done 
for soldiers also. There were devotees also who stamped upon their bodies the names of 
the gods whom they worshipped. Today in a round-up cattle are given the owner's 
mark. Paul gloried in being the slave of Jesus Christ. This is probably the image in 
Paul's mind since he bore in his body brand marks of suffering for Christ received in 
many places (2 Cor. 6:4-6; 11:23), probably actual scars from the scourgings (thirty-nine 
lashes at a time).” (A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures of the New Testament commenting on 
Galatians 6:17) 
 
The marks Paul bore clearly identified to whom he had pledged his allegiance.  The 
question of loyalty has been answered once-for-all.  No one need concern himself or 
herself with the question of Paul’s devotion.  I pray my life is so lived that no one can 
question or doubt where my allegiance lie. 
 

2. A statement of benediction (v.18) 
 
Observe how Paul begins his letter in 1:1-9 and elsewhere and how he now ends his 
letter.  What might this tell us?  “It is all of grace from start to finish: the grace of our 
Lord Jesus, the Messiah.”  (N.T. Wright, Paul for Everyone, 83). 
 
Paul has come full circle.  He ends where he began (1:3).  “After the storm and stress 
and intensity of the letter comes the peace of the benediction.  Paul has argued and 
rebuked and cajoled but his last word is GRACE, for him the only word that really 
mattered.”  (William Barclay, Galatians and Ephesians, 57).  There stands the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  But why the cross? 
 
Because… 

• The cross declares a sentence I could not say. 

• The cross cancels a debt I could not pay. 

• The cross keeps a promise I could not make. 

• The cross rectifies a relationship I could not mend. 

• The cross satisfies a wrath I could not placate. 

• The cross meets a standard I could not reach. 

• The cross spans a gulf I could not traverse. 

• The cross embraces a God I could not tolerate. 
 
Perhaps you are sitting here today saying, “You do not know my situation.”  And you 
know what, you are right.  I do not. 
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• I do not know the sorrow you feel. 

• I do not know the burden you bear. 

• I do not know the pain you suffer. 

• I do not know the rejection you endure. 

• I do not know the separation you put up with. 

• I do not know . . . BUT - THE - CROSS - STILL - STANDS! 
 
My friend, Grace reigns because the cross still stands.   
 
Paul ends with “Amen.”  “It is a Hebraic word used to emphasize and confirm a 
statement.  Paul means to add weight to his conclusion.”  (Rogers and Rogers) 
 
When your children’s children’s children have children grace will continue to reign 
because the cross will still be standing.  When a thousand thousands give way to 
eternity grace will continue to stand.   
 
What a triumphant statement.  Friend, glory in your weakness and glory in His cross.   
 

• No one can strip the cross of its offence without stripping the cross of its power. 

• My greatest strength is my weakness and my greatest boast is His cross 

• The cross shows me what I am so I can become what He is. 

• Those who refuse to rest in grace will labor under law. 

• Grace reigns because the cross still stands. 


